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1 INTRODUCTION  

 

This report is produced in the framework of the work conducted for the ñNeeds analysis for the 

science-society networkò (D2.1) of the WP2- ñScience-society network for sustainability innovationsò 

of the ConSus ñConnecting Science-Society Collaborations for Sustainability Innovationsò project.  

 

1.1 MAIN RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Both ñscienceò and ñsocietyò sector realise that the lack of cooperation is influencing the quality and 

sustainability of the respective work. From the ñsocietyò point of view, a higher cooperation with 

academia could secure the necessary expertise and critical mass, which for the moment seems is 

lacking in CSOs, and could broaden the range of fields and topics of involvement of the CSOs. From 

the ñscienceò sector point of view, a better cooperation with the ñsocietyò sector could help in 

renovating the academic environment and improve the access to information for both financing and 

up to date topics of research that could have a higher impact on the society.  

 

Following points are some of the needs as expressed by the participants: 

From ñsociety ñsector 

- Higher human resources for field research/work 

- Expertise for specific topics (theoretical and practical through laboratories) 

- Stronger collaboration with academia/research 

- Stronger collaboration with the state institutions  

- Interns and dedicated diplomas on CSOôs topics of focus 

- Higher participation of the professors in CSOs 

- Database of experts from the universities 

- Higher number of participants in activities 

- Funding for projects on sustainable development 

From ñscienceò sector 

- Renewal of the teaching methodologies 

- Higher integration of topics on sustainable development 

- Increase of the practical internships and particularly the laboratory practices 

- Find proper ways of ñtranslatingò theory to practice so to better prepare students for the market 

- Stronger connection/interaction with industries (also a bigger work in ñeducatingò industries 

on the importance of sustainability and innovation and also attracting financing for research) 

- Improvement/creation of standards 

- A better integration and presentation of Best Practices in teaching 

- Higher engagement of lecturers and students with CSOs 

- Getting/exchange information (to better understand market and adapt academic product 

accordingly) 
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- Databases on researches and projects with contact persons for each institution for sharing 

information among universities 

- Research papers with topics based on the topics/field of the CSOs with similar expertise 

- Lack of funded projects on research 

 

The mission of this network should be the enhancement and promotion of the collaboration between 

science and society in the promotion of the sustainable development. 

 

On technical aspects, the network should embrace the following instruments that will help it function 

correctly and grow up in time, even after the project will end: 

- A Memorandum of Understanding needs to be signed 

- Flexibility through partners and on ideas proposed 

- A network platform is needed where partners can upload their information on projects and 

interests they have, so that these interests can be merged further among stakeholders from 

science and society 

- Regular meetings 

- Constant information should be distributed equally to all partners (google group) based on 

impartiality. 

 

1.2 WP2- ñSCIENCE-SOCIETY NETWORK FOR SUSTAINABILITY INNOV ATIONSò 

The overall objective of the WP2 is to establish a science-society network for sustainability 

innovations in Albania and Kosovo. 

 

The network to be established will aim at: 

- Fostering education and learning for sustainable development in Albania and Kosovo. 

- Strengthening the collaboration between HE institutions and regional stakeholders (like 

research institutions, NGOs, enterprises, regional development agencies) in AL and XK. 

- Being inclusive, i.e. open for everyone who is interested, develop strong relationships and 

shared responsibilities among the stakeholders, better connection between people and 

organizations from different disciplines 

- Focusing thematically on sustainability related issues in order to address regional challenges 

and demands 

 

The main activities of the network are:  

- involving regional stakeholders in university courses 

- applying innovative teaching resources to enhance and apply knowledge for sustainability, 

innovations and collaborations 

- promoting the importance of sustainability for society 

 

The expected results from the work to be developed in WP2 are the following: 

- Identification of needs, interests and expertise of the identified network stakeholders 

- Network establishment 



 

5 

 

- Infrastructure installment in AL and XK universities 

 

 

The methodologies/activities of the WP2 for reaching the above mentioned results are the following: 

 

- Needs analysis to identify existing interests, demands and expertise of the identified network 

partners will be achieved through interviews/meetings and structured workshops. 

- Terms of Reference of the science-society network are developed by all work package and 

network members through structured workshops among network partners. 

- Installment of network Infrastructure for ensuring the exchange and collaboration between 

partners, video-conferencing, workshops and a sustainability library for AL and XK partner 

universities. 

 

The main responsible for implementing these activities are the Kosovo and Albania institutions led by 

POLIS University, which coordinates each activity and will report to the grant holder. KFUG and 

BOKU support them with guidelines at preparing the questionnaires, interviews, methodologies or 

workshop structures.  

 

 

1.3 DEL 2.1ï ñNEEDS ANALYSIS FOR THE SCIENCE-SOCIETY NETWORKò 

 

During the WP1, all partners were able to identify crucial partners from the ñsocietyò and ñscienceò 

sector to be part of the science-society network (through a questionnaire developed, desk review and 

meetings). They contributed on explaining shortly their expertise and work focusing on sustainability 

and sustainable innovation initiatives that they have developed recently or are interested in being 

involved in the future through the science - society network or through other means1. A special 

questionnaire was developed for D 1.3- ñPre-Evaluation of sustainability related know-howò, just for 

the academic group (professors and students). The aim of the latest was to have another definition and 

perception about sustainability and sustainable innovations in the field of academic researches, 

curricula programs and their approach towards a network, where science and society will be combined 

to foster education and learning for sustainable development. 

Given the feedbacks from the questionnaire results, all partners were able to identify potential 

stakeholders that are willing to participate actively in the network. It is safe to say that the network 

will not be exhaustive, as during the project development other actors will be invited to be part of the 

network with their direct and indirect contribution.  

 

The Deliverable 2.1- ñNeeds analysis for the science-society networkò, is the first of the three 

deliverables of WP2. The aim of this deliverable is to develop a needs analysis to identify the existing 

interests, demands and expertise of the identified network partners during the D1.2 ñIdentification of 

regional stakeholdersò in WP123. Common objectives and a mission for the science-society network 

                                                 
1 Refer to the Report of WP1 
2 For more information about the partners and expertise refer to the report developed in WP1 of the project ConSus-
άConnecting Science-Society Collaborations for Sustainability Innovationsέ 
3 The partners of the Network that will be established might be also different or more. 
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will be developed. This will happen through meetings/interviews and structured workshops. The legal 

form of the network will furthermore be identified.  

The interests and existing knowledge of the network partners builds the also the basis for developing 

the teaching resources and workshops/trainings which are envisioned in this project. 

 

 

Methodology of D2.1ï ñNeeds analysis for the science-society networkò  

 

Following the ConSus Resource Platform Meeting at the BOKU Vienna in September 1st -3rd, 2014 

and the ConSus 1st Management Meeting at Leuphana University Luneburg, in October 22nd ï 24th, 

2014 where POLIS University presented an initial methodology for conducting the WP2, and referring 

to the work developed in WP1 and WP3, all partners agreed to avoid the development of another 

session of questionnaire (mainly online as the physical ones as we will see further have been part in 

some cases). This is because it has been evaluated that following the first two ñcontactsò with 

stakeholders (as explained previously for WP1) that occurred using that method, it would decrease the 

interest of the stakeholders and for this reason all partners agreed that the best way to develop the WP2 

and particularly the D2.1 (and part of D2.2) is through the organization of workshops where all 

stakeholders would be invited to take part and have direct contacts and discussions with them on the 

topics treated in this deliverable(s). 

 

POLIS University developed the methodology, agenda and all necessary promo materials for the 

development of the workshops4 for the identification of interests, demands and expertise of the actors 

identified in the first phase. However, along the way of developing the package, the project will seek 

to involve other actors, which for different reasons were not identified in the first phase of the project.  

In total four workshops have been developed, two per country (2 in Albania and 2 in Kosovo) based 

on a specific thematic emphasis. 

 

Aim of the workshops 

Overall, the workshops aimed at getting inputs on the followings issues:  

 

1. Identification of the needs of the stakeholders (society and academia) in the context of a 

consolidated network science-society  

- What should the network offer to the stakeholders? 

- What stakeholders expect from the network? 

- What would be the contribution of the stakeholders to the network? 

- Explore how the network can act as a trampoline for further collaborations in the field of 

sustainability and sustainable innovations? 

 
2. Potential collaborations for improving curricula and developing teaching resources and joint 

projects 

 

                                                 
4 Several versions have been developed and updated with the contribution of the other partners. In this report we 
summarized the final version as has been agreed and followed during the workshop development 
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- How can the network improve the performance of the stakeholders? How to contribute 

to curricula and teaching resources? What positive outcomes is possible combining 

their work field in a curricula study program? 

- What could be the possibilities of a project collaboration? 

 

3. Establishment of the science-society network 

 
- What will be the best way legal form to establish a network? 

- What should be the mission and vision of such network? 

- What could be the tools and mechanism to manage the network? 

 

 

Proposed structure/agenda for the workshop 

  

The workshops aim to get the right inputs in order to develop the needs and to identify the existing 

interests, demands and expertise of the identified network partners. As such, the agenda/structure 

developed for the workshops is as follows: 

  

- Welcoming and short presentation of the workshop  

- Presentation of the participants 

- Presentation of the ConSus Projects and the activities envisioned. 

- Discussions on the project 

- Short presentation of possible fields of collaboration and evaluation on the most important 

ones  

- Development of the word café with 3 main topics: (1) Need analysis of stakeholders; (2)   

Establishment of the network; (3) Fields of collaboration and teaching resources ( nr of tables 

to be decided according to number and expertise of the participants in the workshop)  

- Conclusions and next steps  

 

 

Organization issues of the workshop 

 

a. Participants in the workshops for D2.1 & D2.2: 

- Partner Universities that cover one field area  

- Lecturers affiliated to the above universities should take part in the workshop  

- Representatives from the CSOs that expressed their commitment in the questionnaire, related 

to the specific field to the workshop topic. Each workshop will have a specific topic, and CSOs 

participating at the workshops will have a specific interest, or their work focuses on the 

workshop topics.  

 

b. Coordination of the working groups: 

- As the workshop will be organized by at least two universities (beside Public University 

ñHaxhi Zekaò), professors affiliated to these universities (project staff) will be the coordinators 

of the working groups. At the end of the working groups, the coordinators from the university 

partners will have to present working groups with the conclusions. 
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c. Documentation of the conclusions of the working groups 

- University partners are the one that through a layout structure of the presentations will sum up 

the conclusion from the working groups. 

 

d. Integration of the workshop results in the project content throughout its development. 

- Coordinators of the workshop will have to pay attention on how to organize the last part of the 

workshop (the presentation part) in order to collect every outcome from working groups in the 

most appropriate way that could help them on the next part of the project implementation. 

 

1.4 WORKSHOP DEVELOPMENT  

 

In total four workshops have been held in the framework of the D. 2.1 ñNeeds analysis for the science-

society networkò. All the partners of the project have been actively involved: The EU partners by 

providing guidance and assistance on the methodologies to conduct the workshops and the AL/XK 

partners by developing jointly the structure of the workshop and by arranging all the necessary 

conditions to hold these workshops. According to the outcomes of the first working packages, 

particularly the first one, also in this case it has been decided from the partner of the ConSus project 

to divide the workshops based on two main criteria: (1) geographical and (2) thematic workshops. By 

geographical it is meant that for facilitating the process, but also to be able to have a clearer picture on 

the situation, the workshops had to be distinctive in Albania and in Kosovo. A second layer was the 

thematic one; in fact, it has been decided to have for each country two workshops based on the 

expertise of the universities and on the expertise of the stakeholders evidenced during WP1. 

 

First, the workshop aimed to introduce to all invited stakeholders in countries (Albania and Kosovo), 

where ConSus is taking place, the project content and its main objectives. The establishment of the 

Science-Society network for Sustainable Innovation composed by stakeholders from science and 

society from three main fields (agriculture, environment and socio-economic) was one of the main 

objective of all four workshops developed during the months of December 2014 and January 2015.   

 

Partners from POLIS University and Agricultural University of Tirana had as main topic/theme urban 

development, environment and agricultural issues. European University of Tirana, Aleksander Moisiu 

University of Durres, Riinvest College and Universum College had as main topic/theme socio-

economic issues (society development, ICT, business). Public University ñHaxhi Zekaò had as main 

topic/theme tourism and cultural heritage. Brain storming and world café methods followed the 

workshop on finding needs, expectations, possible resource ideas and sustainability challenges for the 

functioning of the Science Society Network. 

 

Shortly all four workshops developed in both countries followed almost the same structure as 

mentioned below: 

 

1. Introduction of participants and their expertise in the field of innovation and sustainability.  

2. The introduction of the ConSus Project with the focus on stakeholdersô contribution to the 
network: main activities, the plan of stakeholders, expectations, etc.  
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3. Presentation of themes of science-society collaboration  

4. The world café organized during the workshop enabled partner universities to collect different 

views regarding the contributions that stakeholders can make to the network and what they really 

can benefit from their participation to the network, as: a) Contribution that stakeholders can make 

to the network; b) Expectations from participation in the network; c) Contribution to the curricula 

development; d) Formalization of the network. 

2 THE WORKSHOPS 

 

2.1 RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORKSHOP  

In charge for delivery of the Workshops:  

 

1. European University of Tirana (Ketrina Çabiri) & Aleksander Moisiu University of Durres 

(Belina Bedini);  

2. POLIS University (Elvan Dajko & Teida Shehi) & Agricultural University of Tirana (Arben 

Vercuni & Orjon Xhoxhi);  

3. Public University ñHaxhi Zekaò (Bashkim Nurboja). 

4. Universum College (Uran Rraci) & Riinvest College (Bardha Qirezi) & INDEP (Rinora 

Gojani);  

 

Location: Tirana (AL), Pristine (KO), Peja (KO) 

 

 

2.2 LOCATION  AND TIME  

The partners organized and delivered in groups the workshops as listed below: 

 

1. European University of Tirana and Aleksander Moisiu University of Durres held the workshop 

on 18th of December 2014 at the premises of European University of Tirana  

2. POLIS University and Agricultural University of Tirana held the workshop on 19th of 

December 2014 at the premises of POLIS University 

3. University ñHaxhi Zekaò of Peja held the workshop on the 22nd of December 2014 in its 

premises 

4. Riinvest College and Universum College, together also with INDEP, held the workshop on the 

20th of January 2015 at the premises of Kosovo Innovation Centre  

 

2.3 STRUCTURE OF THE WORKSHOP , MAIN THEMATIC AND IT S OBJECTIVES 

 

All partner Universities shared among each other the same guideline for the development of the 

workshop, which practically fell on the same milestones5. First, the workshop aimed to introduce to 

all invited stakeholders in both countries ConSus project and its main objectives. The establishment 

                                                 
5 For more details on structure and development of each workshop go to annexes of this report 
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of the Network of Science-Society for Sustainable Innovation composed by stakeholders from science 

and society from three main field (agriculture, environment and socio-economic) was one of the main 

objective of this meeting.  

 

Mainly in all workshops delivered aimed to first present the project, its milestones and activities across 

the project timeline and the objectives of the workshops. The presentations tried to path the way of 

future collaboration among stakeholders from both science and society sectors. The topics discussed 

were sometimes opened and flexible to the stakeholders, as they provided  more information and inputs 

from their experience, their knowledge gained from existing collaboration in the field of innovation 

and sustainability.  

The presentation had a particular focus on the themes available for the Network, as they were discussed 

in the Vienna Meeting. After the presentation of all themes/topics (challenges and ideas for science-

society collaboration resources), specific for each workshop, stakeholders were asked to provide 

additional inputs with regards to the specific themes. They were provided with forms, where they 

could easily select their specific themes to contribute and add others relevant to the case.   

 

Then the rest of the workshop was mainly focused on the development of the world café, where 

participants make round stops to tables dedicated to the following thematic: a) Identification of group 

interest needs; b) Manner to establish the network of Science ï Society; c) Collaboration opportunities 

to develop the learning curricula under the network science ï society; d) Thematic related to 

Agriculture, Environment and Socio-Economic Issues. 

 

2.4 PARTICIPANTS IN THE W ORKSHOP 

 

It is safe to say that in all workshops developed, partner universities were careful on maintaining a 

cohesive environment between science and society stakeholders, as per number of participants as per 

content contribution.  

 

ALBANIA  

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
European University of Tirana, Tirana, Albania, 18 December 2014 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  

No. of participants 20 14 34 

No. of institutions  3 10 13 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
POLIS University, Tirana, Albania, 19 December 2014 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  

No. of participants 18 (5 part of society 
also) 

10 (2 part of 
science also) 

28 

No. of institutions  5 (3 are laboratories 
part of AUT) 

9 14 
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Total No. of 
participants  

38 24 62 

Total No. of 
institutions 

8 19 27 

 

 

In Albania have been developed two workshops. In the workshop at the European University of Tirana 

took part 34 participants (20 for the science sector and 14 from the civil society sector). In the 

workshop participated representatives from 3 institutions from ñscienceò and from 10 institutions from 

civil society sector.  

At the workshop at POLIS Universityï took part 28 participants (18 from the science sector and 10 

from the civil society sector).  

Overall, in the workshops developed in Albania participated 62 persons, 38 from the ñscienceò sector 

and 24 from the civil society. The total number of institutions participating is 27, 8 from the ñscienceò 

sector and 19 from the civil society sector. The expertise of the participants/institutions is focused 

mainly in socio-economic fields, environment and agriculture6.  

 

ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇs in Albania 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 CSDC NGO Civil Society 

2  Qendra ALTRI NGO Legal and Territorial  
Research 

3 IRCA NGO  Roma Culture 

4 RCE Albania Network Sustainable development 

5 Institution Seda NGO Human development, Local 
Government, etc. 

6 IDM NGO Civil society development 

7 Albanian Konfindustria NPO Business 

8 Partners Albania NPO Civil society development, 
conflict management 

9 PAZA II Project Veterinary and Food Safety 

10 ARSIS NGO Social Support to Youth 

11 Co-PLAN- Institute for 
Habitat Development 

NGO  Sustainable development, 
environment, spatial 
planning, good governance 
and local finances 

12 Ekolëvizja NGO Environment 

13 EDEN NGO Environmental protection, 
environmental education 

                                                 
6 For more detail description of the number of participants and expertise see the reports for the single workshops at 
the annexes of this report. 
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and sustainable 
development 

14 Milieukontakt Albania NGO Environment, nature and 
sustainable development 

15 Ekomjedisi Durrës NGO Environment 

16 RCE middle Albania Network Sustainable development 

17 Shtëpia e Gjelbër NGO Sustainable development, 
spatial planning, environment, 
architecture 

18 Albanian Geotechnical 
Association 

Association Geotechnical 

19 METROPOLIS sh.p.k. Private company Architecture and planning 

ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ  ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ in the workshops in Albania 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 European University of 
Tirana 

University Socio-Economy 

2 University Aleksandër 
Moisiu of Durrës 

University Socio-Economy 

3 University of Korça University Socio-Economy 

4 POLIS University University Spatial Planning, 
Architecture, Environment, 
Design 

5 Agricultural University 
of Tirana 

University Agriculture, Business, 
Environment, etc. 

6* Laboratory of 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 

Laboratory at AUT Aquaculture and fishery 
tests and research 

7* Laboratory of 
Environment 

Laboratory at AUT Environmental tests and 
research 

8* Laboratory of Food 
Research 

Laboratory at AUT Food tests and research 

 

KOSOVO 

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
Public University Haxhi Zeka, Peja, Kosovo, 22 December 2014 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  

No. of participants 9 5 14 

No. of institutions  1 5 6 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
Kosovo Innovation Centre, Prishtina, Kosovo, 20 January 2015 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  
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No. of participants 8 20 28 

No. of institutions  3 13 (9Civil Society 
+4Business) 

16 

Total No. of 
participants  

17 25 42 

Total No. of 
institutions 

4 18 22 

 

Kosovo partners also developed two workshops. At the first workshop at Public University ñHaxhi 

Zekaò took part 14 participants (9 from the science sector and 5 from the civil society sector). In total 

participated 6 institutions, 1 university and 5 institutions from society. 

At the workshop at the Kosovo Innovation Centre took part 28 participants (8 from the science sector 

and 20 from the civil society sector). In institutional terms, participated 16 institutions, 3 from the 

science sector and 13 from the society sector (from which 3 from the business sector). 

Overall in the number of participants is 42 (17 from the ñscienceò sector and 25 from ñsocietyò). The 

total number of institutions is 22, 4 from ñscienceò and 18 from civil society. The expertize of the 

participants was very diverse, but the majority are focused in Tourism, Cultural Heritage, Business, 

ICT and public policy and governance7. 

Following the list of participant institutions: 

 

ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 ERA NGO Environment 

2  Syri Vizion NGO Community support, 
Environment, 
Democratization, etc. 

3 Agjencioni per Zhvillim 
Regjional- Perendim 

NGO  Socio-Economic 
Regional Development 

4 The Promotion of 
Heritage Management of 
West 

Think Tank Tourism, Cultural 
Heritage 

5 Marimangat Sport Club Tourism, Sport 

6 INDEP- Institute for 
Development Policy 

Think Tank Governance, public 
policy 

7 REC Office Kosovo International 
Organisation 

Environment 

8 Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Private non-profit 
Institution 

social justice, 
democratisation of 
society, social security, 
sustainable 

                                                 
7 For more detail description of the number of participants and expertise see the reports for the single workshops at 
the annexes of this report. 
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development and 
international solidarity 

9 D4D Institute think-tank public policy research 
in socio-economic 
development, 
governance 

10 IAZHL-Iniciativa për 
Ambient dhe Zhvillim 
Lokal 

NGO Environment 

11 KOSID-Kosovo Civil 
Society Consortium for 
Sustainable 
Development 

Consortium of CSOs Advocacy and 
Policymaking 

12 Kosovo Association of 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology 

Association ICT 

13 Social Innovation Camp 
Kosovo/ Unicef 

Project ICT and Social 
Challenges 

14 Kosova Chamber of 
Commerce 

Non-profit professional 
organization 

Economic /business 
development 

15 ICK-Innovation Centre 
Kosovo 

Business Incubator Business, Innovation 

16 ProCredit Bank Bank Banking 

17 Meridian Express 
 

Private Company Retail and Consumer 
Merchandise 

18 evroenergie Private Company Consultancy in Energy 
Sector Economy 

ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 Public University 
"Haxhi Zeka" 

University Agriculture, Economy, 
Tourism 

2 Riinvest College University Business, ICT, etc. 

3 Universum College University Business, ICT, etc. 

4 RIT/AUK Center for 
Energy and Natural 
Resources (CENR) 

Independent Academic 
Research Center 

preservation of natural 
resources and 
sustainable energy 
development 
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3 EXISTING NEEDS, INTEREST AND DEMANDS  

 

Although the aim is to establish a regional network connecting science-society collaborations for 

sustainability innovations, based on the outcomes of the work conducted in WP2 and following the 

evaluation from the project team, it seems more feasible that at first step the networks are being 

established in a national level, still sharing same goals and visions, and in a second stage move to a 

single network in both countries with the aim to extend it to the broader region. 

For this reason, although needs and ideas might be similar, to reflect more realistically the outcomes 

of the work conducted so far, from now on the research on expectations, contributions, topic, fields 

and projects of collaboration will be presented in a national level. 

 

3.1 CONTRIBUTION OF THE STAKEHOLDER TO THE N ETWORK  

ALBANIA  

 

All participants seemed eager to contribute in the network with expertise and knowledge. 

Participants from the science sector showed confidence in their contribution to the network, 

particularly in the interdisciplinary discussions and problem-solving where societal actors could be 

part during the research or teaching activities. In addition, stakeholders from the ñscienceò sector 

pointed out their ability to transfer the knowledge and deliver scientific expertise and development of 

specialized trainings in the fields of sustainability and innovation that other partners in the network 

might profit to increase knowledge and expertise. Last, but not least the partnerships with universities 

can ensure a higher specialised critical mass in CSOs activities through the engagement of lecturers 

and students 

In brief, the contribution of ñscienceò stakeholders can be listed as follows: 

 

1. Development of didactic/ training materials in the field of sustainable development.  

2. Inclusion and development of interdisciplinary discussions and problem-solving in the 

academic activities 

3. Provision with scientific expertise of research in the fields of sustainability and innovation 

4. Research projects on societal challenges 

5. Production and delivery of training materials and trainings for stakeholders or specific joint 

activities 

6. Specified laboratory Services 

7. Collaborate through internships or diplomas of students 

8. Contribution in project proposals development and project implementation through their 

expertise 

9. Awareness creation  

10. Participation of students and professors in activities 

 

The participants from ñsocietyò were equally interested in the project and see as important the 

inclusion of their experience in the academic processes. Considering themselves ñas positioned closer 
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to the society and industry needs compared with academiaò, due to the nature of their day-to-day 

activity, they pointed out their important role in identifying societal challenges that serve as an input 

for the science sector which through the scientific knowledge can contribute in giving solutions. 

ñSocietyòcould contribute also to a higher flow of information regarding funding opportunities, needs 

and of course ensure a better dissemination of projects or activities. 

In brief, the contribution of ñsocietyò stakeholders can be listed as follows: 

 

1. Involvement in the teaching process bringing also practical experience (through guest 

speaking, case studies, etc.) 

2. Facilitate media exposure and dissemination of the activities 

3. Volunteering and awareness rising 

4. Expertise to industryôs concerns 

5. Assistance for didactic and experimental purposes 

6. Providing internships for students 

7. Ensure information flow (for project/research ideas, funding, etc.) 

8. Experience for fund rising 

9. Assistance for communicating with both central and local government 

10. Adequate experience/ approaches to societal problem solving to incorporate in the 

academic/research agenda 

 

As the network will function as a whole unit, the extra contribution of the society partners will be very 

crucial, as they are more oriented to society needs, have experience on fund raising, dissemination of 

experience and can support the network for a stringer collaboration with both levels of government 

(local and national). In this regard, CSOs require dual information flow with the science section, 

suggestions and cooperation with the science sector to start new research activities. On the other side, 

the science sector has the potentials to make research, but lack facilities and social hints. Also CSOs 

express their contribution on bringing innovation perspective, combined with experience of the science 

sector will certainly produce innovative teaching curricula, which will bring new teaching manners, 

through world café, internships, e-learning courses etc.  

 
KOSOVO 

 

Based on the outcomes of the WP2 work, can be seen high interest from the participants to jointly 

collaborate in an academic and project development level so to try to give solutions to the challenges 

that affect the society and the science sector. 

Science actors can contribute in an important challenge affecting the academia, which is the lack of 

inclusion of societal challenges related to the sustainable development as part of the teaching activities 

in both awareness creation and problem solving. Of particular interest for ñscienceò is the participation 

in development projects in all phases, from project proposal writing to implementation, including also 

the possibility to use their expertise in providing training. 

In brief, the contribution of ñscienceò stakeholders can be listed as follows: 
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1.  Collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on preparing and implementing the teaching 

resources or during the academic process through guest speaking, joint seminars, field 

visits, etc. (particularly in the field of sustainability) 

2. Collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on the development of projects or activities aiming 
to promote knowledge and sustainability in general in the specific fields of expertise. 

3. Delivery of training in project proposal writing and topics related to the expertise 

covered by them within the University. 

4. Strengthen the collaboration with the industry sector 

5. Provide the expertise needed from the society sector 

The participants from ñsocietyò also show interest in the network and see their active involvement in 

the teaching process by bringing their experience in the classrooms and contributing with information 

and assistance for the development of the teaching materials. A particular interest is in participating 

jointly to projects, which fall under their interest and expertise.  

In brief, the contribution of ñsocietyò stakeholders can summed to the following points: 

 

1. Participate in projects related to their field of expertise. 

2. Involvement in the teaching process and teaching material development by bringing 

their practical experiences 

3. Work with science in common projects 

4. Include science in activities focusing in awareness creation and promotion of 

sustainable thinking 

3.2 EXPECTATIONS OF  STAKEHOLDER FROM THE NETWORK  

ALBANIA  

 

The expectation of the stakeholders, from both ñscienceò and ñsocietyò sector are very similar. Both 

sectors expect an increased collaboration by combining the expertise for a mutual help and 

improvement. In fact, the ñsocietyò sector looks at the network as an opportunity to ensure the 

necessary expertise, in both theoretical level or laboratory services, and also a higher participation of 

the academic world through engagement of professors or student in their activities. From the other 

side, the ñscienceò sector looks at the experience and the connection of the CSOs with the society as 

the key to create a better contact with the reality and as a result e renewal of the academic process 

development of activities focusing in problem solving of the societal challenges. Last but not least, 

also the possibilities in getting a better contact to market and through it financing for research and 

projects. 

 

Following are listed some of the expectations of the stakeholders from the participation in the network: 

 

 

From ñsociety ñsector 

 

- Increased possibilities for cooperation with the network partners 

- Enhancement of scientific thinking in everyday problems and vice versa. 
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- Increasing of piloting /study projects 

- Necessary expertise in their field of action/projects (through knowledge and laboratories) 

- Increase of the human resources participating in their projects/activities (internships, 

participations, conferences, etc.) 

- Lobbing for funding on projects  

- Stronger collaboration with the state institutions  

- Higher and direct communication with Universities  

- Inclusion in the academic activities of the concepts promoted by the civil society (i.e. open 

government, active citizenship, good governance, anti-discrimination, etc.) 

- Higher information flow (both on project and funding opportunities) 

- Strengthen the awareness rising on the topics of focus 

- Increased recognition/reputation for their organization and promotion of their work 

- Promotion of the concept of sustainable development 

From ñscienceò sector 

 

- Higher contribution of the partners to the academic/research projects 

- Higher placement of students 

- Increased cooperation 

- Stronger connection/interaction with industries  

- Higher societal impact 

- Increase of funded development or research projects  

- Hints for study/research activities (particular from CSOs due to the better connection woth 

society) 

- Lobbying for implementation of standards and increase of the services and consulting provided 

through payment (so to secure financial resources for further projects) 

- Join seminars, conferences and other similar activities 

- Better connection of the academia with the market so to ensure access to private financing of 

research 

- A better exchange within the universities in staff and also students 

- Increased applying/applicative capacities 

- Increased piloting and lab facilities 

- Increased information flows 

- Increased recognition/reputation for their organization and promotion of their work 

 

KOSOVO 

 

The expectation of the stakeholders in the network is very similar also to the type of contribution they 

can give. In fact it can be summed up for both ñscienceò and ñsocietalò actors in creating the bases for 

a more active inclusion of societal challenges in the teaching process, delivery of trainings for project 

proposal writing and in trainings and joint projects in the common fields of expertize. 
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Both sectors find very important the creation of an active network in ensuring the promotion of a 

sustainable development and approach in general in the Kosovo context. Although there are attempts, 

particularly in collaborations between civil society actors, as proves it also one of the participant 

institutions, KOSID-Kosovo Civil Society Consortium for Sustainable Development, still there is a 

lot to be done in the science sector and also in the collaboration between these two sectors.  

In brief, expectations can be listed as follows: 

 

1. Promotion of sustainable development and the concept of sustainability 

2. Increased collaboration between ñscienceò and ñsocietyò (this last one including economic 

activities) in the academic field 

3. Increased collaboration in projects development 

4. Increase of the capacities and expertise in the field of sustainability and innovation, and 

development of a list with expertise already in place 

5. Awareness creation and generation of new initiatives for the challenges affecting the society 

6. Lobbying in fund raising and project funding 

7. Support of the students through different project and practice placements 

4 FIELDS , TOPICS AND PROJECTS/ACTIVITIES  OF COLLABORATION  

4.1 CONTRIBUTION TO CURRICULA / TEACHING R ESOURCES  

 

ALBANIA    
 

Related to the contribution of both ñscienceò and ñsocietyò for a mutual collaboration within the 

academic process, and particularly in the integration of a common agenda in the curricula and teaching 

resources, actors showed a high interest.  

The following general contributions can be listed: 

 

ñSocietyò stakeholders 

 

1. Can contribute to courses improvement/curricula subjects by bringing expertise and 

practical knowledge from in-country and abroad (presenting case studies, as guest 

speakers, being part of focus groups, etc.) 

2. Can actively involve students in their projects or activities (both through internship or just 

simple participation) 

3. Can bring innovations hints/insights 

4. Can contribute to the curricula/research updating with factual materials 

5. Insights for curricula orientation towards market needs 

 

ñScienceò stakeholders 

1. Collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on preparing and implementing the teaching 

resources/training materials related to fields of expertise. 
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2. Incorporate societal challenges and problems in the academic process (for discussions, 

problem solving, focus groups, etc.) 

3. Include society actors, and so their practical knowledge, in the teaching process. 

4. Increase the focus on sustainability and innovation 

5. Better work in ñtranslatingò theory to practice but ensuring a better practical knowledge to 
the students 

6. Improvement of the curricula 

7. Internship in the partner organizations 

8. Better connection of the thesis topics  with stakeholderôs field of action 

 

Despite the generic ways of collaboration and contribution to curricula, and further to the possible 

topics developed within the WP3 - ñDevelopment of teaching resources for HEIsò of this project, also 

other specific topics related to the expertise of the stakeholders have been proposed.  

The following specific topics of collaboration in the academic process have been suggested: 

 

Socio-Economic 

 

- The perception of the society on science. How do ordinary people think of science or scientific 

research when it is a question of everyday life issues ( from IDM and ALTRI) 

- Open Government Albania ï the inclusion of the concept at the University curricula 

- Anti-discrimination (particularly towards Roma population in Albania) and the presentation of 

this sensitive issue into teaching curricula at Master level of studies, focusing on the cultural 

aspects of Roma population and the multicultural learning. ( from ICRA) 

- The creation of Romanology Department (from ICRA) 

- Inclusion in the University curricula of SMART Tourism topic 

 

Spatial/urban development and environment 

- study on the fuels prices and the connection with urban planning 

- information sources 

- transportation policies 

- field surveys 

- market research in Albania 

- Transportation in urban planning 

- The influence of urban planning in CO2 reduction 

- Energy efficiency and security 

- Urban transformations of the peri-urban areas 

- Awareness on the legislation 

- City gaming as a tool for sustainable urban planning 

- Field work as a tool for curricula improvement 

- Fund access to pilot projects 
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- Research assistance to ñLGUò by students in urban planning, service provision issues 

- Community participation processes as tool for sustainable development 

- Urban development standards implementation efficiency 

 

Agriculture and related issues 

- Development of Organic Farming 

- Organic farming and Agro-tourism  

- Problems related to the marketing of organic products  

- Certification of organic production 

- Albanian Consumer trust towards organic products 

- The problems of the law of organic production 

- Sustainable use of pesticides 

- Agricultural knowledge and information systems, in service to farmersô community. 

- Farmers lack information about the market 

- Farmers lack information about how to cultivate in a sustainable way 

- Sustainable management of autochthonous  resources (i.e. plants and animals):ñLets save what 

remainsò 

- Development of the regional agricultural product maps 

- The land law 7501 effects 

- Allocation of the land to the members of the ex-cooperatives 

- Changes of the agricultural land  

- Effect of the law of 1995 for selling and buying the land allocated through 7501 

- The protection of the autochthonous vineyard germoplazem for the production of local wine 

and the development of agro-tourism. 

- The identification of the autochthonous clones 

- Problems related to the fishing industry 

- Monitoring the internal waters (e.g. lakes, rivers) 

- The processing industry of fish products is not functioning 

- Lack of professionals in fishing sector 

- Food security and consumers rights   

- Sustainable farm management 

KOSOVO   

 

Related to the mutual contribution of the ñscienceò and ñsocietyò actors in the educational/research 

activities in the field of sustainability and innovation, actors show a high interest in working together. 

In general lines, the following contributions can be listed: 

 

ñScienceò stakeholders 
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1. Can actively collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on preparing and implementing the teaching 
resources related to fields of expertise. 

2. Can include societal challenges or problems in the academic process 

3. Can provide trainings on different topics related to sustainability and innovation 

 

ñSocietyò stakeholders 

1. Be part of the teaching process, both in developing teaching materials and in presenting 

case studies or being part of focus groups, etc. 

2. Can actively involve students in their projects or activities 

 

The topics of personal interest proposed from the stakeholders match with part of the large list of 

possible topics developed by the project partners within the WP3 - ñDevelopment of teaching 

resources for HEIsò 

The most important topics of collaboration related to the expertise of the stakeholders so far are: 

 

1. Sustainable Development 

2. Smart Tourism 

3. Cultural Heritage 

4. Democratization of the society 

5. Agriculture 

6. Business 

7. ICT 

 

It is evident that the simplest method in engaging stakeholders from society in HEI activities is inviting 

them as guest speakers. However, these participations are suggested to be more structured and 

organized rather than a mere participation in sharing experience. Stakeholders proposed a range of 

methods to be used, showing a good understanding of what is really missing in higher education 

institutions and what could be done. However, this also needs commitment on behalf of the higher 

education institutions to engage stakeholders in developing resources and addressing their needs. 

The following ideas are proposed for collaborating in the teaching process, contributing in the 

curricula development or in developing jointly resources: 

- Invitation of stakeholders as guest speakers 

- Joint Student ïStakeholder Seminars 

- Developing Case Studies (on Companies, Institutions or problem) 

- Study Visits in companies (for developing a sustainability plan, quality plan, marketing plan, 

etc.) 

- Research Assignments on jointly evidenced problems/topics 

- Modeling ( Applying different models to solve problems) 

- Field Visits (Surveys, Evaluations, socio economic portraits of cities, villages and regions, 

Diaspora portraits, etc.) 

- Mobile and web applications (example for measuring pollution, promoting reading) 

- Computer games (Example Education for all Game) 

- Face book games/apps 
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- Cost benefit studies 

- Reinforcing research methods and writing in Universities (writing assignments) 

- Role plays (Example: evaluating tenders, discussing an issue, making decisions) 

- Business Simulation 

- Group Presentations 

- Animations for sustainable development 

- Describing Resources Project 

4.2 POSSIBLE JOINT PROJECTS/ACTIVITIES   

ALBANIA  

 

One of the main interest in the network is also the possibility to develop jointly (between ñscienceò 

and ñsocietyò) projects of mutual interest and related to the fields of expertise. In fact the opportunity 

to have from one side the scientific expertise and from the other one the practical experience and better 

understanding of the societal problems, could give the chance to the development of fruitful 

collaborations among the stakeholders.  

In general lines, the type of collaborations in projects or activities can be seen in the following 

directions: 

 

1. Collaboration in developing project ideas 

2. Collaboration in project proposal writing 

3. Collaboration in the implementation of projects within the field of interest/expertise. 

4. Provision of factual materials from their researches/previous experience 

5. Joint conferences, seminars, awareness creation activities 

6. Dissemination of the jointly developed activities.  

7. Pilot projects 

Further to these general type of collaborations, the following specific projects/collaborations have 

been proposed from the stakeholders: 

 

- Collaboration with the state police and the organization of projects/initiatives with three actors: 

University (students) ï society actors ï police instances in the community  

- Active Citizenship : Advocacy campaign on local level (from Partners Albania) 

- Good governance and the monitoring of institutions with a  particular focus on public 

procurement (from Partners Albania) 

- Social Entrepreneurship : mapping the social business in the region (from Partners Albania) 

- The competition on green ideas ï from students to students  (from Partners Albania) 

- Youth engagement through learning methods. Organization of questionnaire on particular 

topics, so that students can enhance their knowledge on the qualitative/quantitative 

methodological approaches while they can get more information thought he data gathered in 
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their field of interest (through the interviews conducted with target groups). This may be 

developed in the framework of a project with stakeholders from society. (from SEDA) 

- Methodologies for evaluation of the urban development standards 

- Development of methodologies for participatory processes in the urban development 

- Access to housing 

- ECO-mapping 

- Development of operational laboratories 

- Field works on environment 

- Evaluation of the pollution 

- Promotion of recycling 

KOSOVO   
 

A high interest has been shown in developing joint projects and activities. Stakeholders are open and 

positive to many fields, but mostly related to their field of expertise (sustainable development, 

business, ICT, agriculture and tourism). The contribution of stakeholders for such projects has been 

seen in the following directions: 

 

1. Assistance in developing project ideas. 

2. Collaboration in the implementation of projects within the field of interest/expertise. 

3. Dissemination of the developed activities.  

 

. 

Further to the general types of collaborations, the stakeholders suggested also specific ideas on short-

term project development/collaboration: 

 

- Mapping of hospitality facilities in western Kosovo. 

- Development of a ñguideò with the most important sights to visit in Kosovo. 

- Training and development of business plans in the agricultural sector. 

- Organizing a Summer School/ Academy for Sustainable Development jointly with 

stakeholders 

- Organizing Enterprise competitions 

- Placements 

- Start Ups 

- Student Publications (printed, web, video) 

- Profiles of Kosovo experts in Sustainable Development 

 

 

5 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NETWORK SCIENCE-SOCIETY   
 

One of the aims of the D2.1 is to get an initial input on the form of the network to be established.  
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ALBANIA  

 

In it looks that the most shared idea about the network based on a formal agreement through a 

memorandum of understanding signed by all stakeholders. 

All partners agree that the mission should be to promote sustainable development and improve the 

cooperation in this field between ñscienceò and ñsocietyò. 

A detail list of tools and mechanisms is required, but seems that one of the most important is the 

existence of a common platform where all partners can share information and build up possible 

coalitions for the development of projects and joint activities. 

Following some of the main suggestions of the stakeholders on the form and characteristics of the 

network to be established: 

 

1. Type of organization  

 

- The network should act as a consortium based on a formal agreement through a memorandum 

of understanding. 

 

2. Requirements and specifications for establishing the network for sustainability innovations 

 

- The network needs to meet on regular periodic bases and have an agenda on these meetings. 

A minimum of two meetings per year are suggested.  

- A common platform for exchange of information should be in place. The platform could be a 

website with additional links and info on all the partners and activities. Stakeholders should 

update their information on the projects and interest they have so that these interest can be 

merged further among stakeholders from science and society 

- A detailed database of the expertise of all the partners should be developed. 

 

3. Required tools and mechanism to support the science-society collaboration 

 

- Partners in the network should provide their facilities/services for all activities, which are not 

commercialized/able. 

- All partners should share information on their activities, possible funding or collaboration 

opportunities and this information equally to all partners on the bases on impartiality. 

 

4. Procedure for selecting suitable network partners 

 

- The network should be flexible and open to all candidates who show evidence or desire to be 

involved in the field of sustainable development and innovation. 

 

5. Mission, vision and objectives 

 

- The mission of this network should be the enhancement and promotion of the collaboration 

between science and society in the promotion of the sustainable development. 

 



 

26 

 

KOSOVO 

 

The stakeholders from Kosovo listed some of the challenges for the establishment of the network: 

 

- The organization should be protected from being ñprivatizedò by a few individuals or 

organizations. To do so, participants suggested the need for protective mechanisms to be put 

in place in order to ensure full transparency. 

- Make clear the added value of joining the network instead of deciding to continue cooperation 

separately. 

- Ensure the neutrality of the network 

- Ensure collaboration among members and provide some mechanism for enhancing this 

collaborative dimension 

 

Regarding the network type of organization, mechanism and tools for the creation and management, 

the following ideas have been proposed: 

 

1. Type of organization  

 

The stakeholders from Kosovo were divided between two ideas. The first one is that the Network to 

be established should be registered as an NGO, and as founding member should be the ConSus team 

in Kosovo (UC, RC, INDEP and UPHZ). The second idea was to keep the network informal, at least 

initially, and sign only a memorandum of understanding. 

 

2. - Requirements and specifications for establishing the network for sustainability innovations 

A board should be established for the management of the network. The board of ConSus Network 

should consist  of INDEP, UC, RC and UPHZ staff at the beginning, while it could change later to 

include other organizations.  

By laws and administrative terms and conditions should be voted by the board with the support of a 

representative from each organization. 

The network should have a testing period in order to ensure its success. If successful, the network 

should introduce a membership fee or a success fee. 

There should be at least two meetings a year to present the results of the activities was also another 

suggestion from the organizational point of view. 

 

3. - Required tools and mechanism to support the science-society collaboration 

 

All of the participants agreed that ñthe network should not be turned in its own entity and apply by 

itself for grants or projects.ò Application should be done through individual organizations who see 

other members as potential partners and not competitors. As such, it means that one of the most 

important tasks of the network members is to share info on possible project and funding opportunities 

and establish as much as possible partners from the network. 

 

4. - Procedure for selecting suitable network partners 
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The ConSus Network should be exclusive and should include organizations as well as individuals who 

have an influence and the capabilities to contribute to the mission and goal of the network, which 

means that they should have as a minimum proved basic knowledge on sustainability issues. 

The majority of the participants thought the Network should have its own Mission, Goals, Principles 

that are in conjunction with the mission, goals and principles of the individual organizations that will 

join.  

Members should come from different fields and can come from other countries. 

 

5. - Mission, vision and objectives 

 

The promotion of sustainable development, sustainability and collaboration in this field in general is 

one of the main goals of the network. For the moment, expertise is focused in some particular fields, 

but other HEI should be included in the network in order to expand the field of expertise that the 

current partners do not have (UC, RC and UPHZ). 

New members should be interested in utilizing the services the network offers and not consider joining 

in order to solicit other members. 
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ANNEX I  REPORTS OF THE WORKSHOPS DEVELOPED 

 

I. WORKSHOP ON NEEDS ANALYSIS FOR SCIENCE-SOCIETY NETWORK AT ñEUROPEAN 

UNIVERSITY OF TIRANAò 

 

1. Introduction  

  

1.1. Responsible for the development of the workshop 

 

The workshop has been organized and conducted by the UET-European University of Tirana and 

UAMD- University Aleksandër Moisiu of Durrës.  The persons in charge from these institutions have 

been Mrs. Ketrina Çabiri (UET) and Mrs. Belina Bedini (UAMD)- 

 

1.2. Location and time 

 

The workshop was held on the 18th of December 2014, at the premises of European University of 

Tirana. 

 

1.3. Structure of the workshop, main thematic and its objectives 

 

The workshop started with a presentation of the holistic approach of the project, the aim and objectives, 

partners involved as well as the expectation from the Network to be established in the framework of 

the ConSus project. It was provided an overview of the up to dated activities of the project, the recent 

activities to come as well as the final output. 

The presentation tried to path the way to future collaboration among stakeholders from both science 

and society sectors. The topics discussed were sometimes opened and flexible to the stakeholders, thus 

they were able to add information and input from their experience, their knowledge gained from 

existing collaborations in the field of innovation and sustainability.  

The presentation had a particular focus on the themes available for the Network, as they were discussed 

in ConSus Resource Platform Meeting at the Center For Global Change and Sustainability, Vienna in 

September 1st -3rd, 2014. After the presentation of all themes/topics (challenges and ideas for science-

society collaboration resources) stakeholders were asked to provide additional input with regards to 

the specific themes, especially in the field of social and economic issues. Science-society cooperation 

should be focused on the challenges of regional and national development of the country. 

The workshop as a general principle aimed at understanding the needs of the stakeholders and ideas 

on establishing the Network of Science-Society, composed of stakeholders from science and society 

in the socio-economic field in Albania.  

 

 

 

The itinerary of the workshop was as follows: 

 



 

29 

 

1. Introduction of participants and their expertise in the field of innovation and sustainability. 

Participants were first ask to present the sector they represented (science or society) and then their 

individual expertize. Participants also were asked to introduce their experience in previous 

networks especially in the field of sustainability innovations. 

2. The introduction of ConSus Project with the focus on stakeholderôs contribution to the Network, 

main activities, the plan of stakeholders, expectations, etc.  

3. Presentation of themes of science-society collaboration (as from developed from the World Café 

during the ConSus Resource Platform Meeting in Vienna). 

4. Individual work ï stakeholders chose the topics upon which they had interest and expertize  

5. Group discussion ï discussion on themes/topics and the potential to merge the academic theory of 

science stakeholders with the experience and practice offered by stakeholders from science on each 

topic. Several topics joined the shared interest of stakeholders from science and society and merged 

the expertise of both sectors.  

6. Discussion on how the participants would like the ConSus Network to be, the expectation and the 

input/output stakeholders would provide. What can the CONSUS Network offer to the 

stakeholders that are included in the Network  

 

 

1.4. Participants in the workshop  

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
European University of Tirana, Tirana, Albania, 18 December 2014 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  

No. of participants 20 14 34 

No. of institutions  3 10 13 
 

The total number of participant in the workshop was 34. From the ñscienceò sector the number of 

participant was 20 and from the ñsocietyò sector there were 14 participants. In total there were 3 

institutions from ñscienceò and 10 institutions/organization from ñsocietyò. As we can see from 

the following table, the expertise of the ñsocietyò participants it is focused mainly on social issue, 

such as civil society empowering, human development, governance, etc.  

 

ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 CSDC NGO Civil Society 

2  Qendra ALTRI NGO Legal and Territorial  
Research 

3 IRCA NGO  Roma Culture 

4 RCE Albania Network Sustainable 
development 

5 Institution Seda NGO Human development, 
Local Government, etc. 

6 IDM NGO Civil society 
development 
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7 Albanian Konfindustria NPO Business 

8 Partners Albania NPO Civil society 
development, conflict 
management 

9 PAZA II Project Veterinary and Food 
Safety 

10 ARSIS NGO Social Support to Youth 

ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ  ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 European University of 
Tirana 

University Socio-Economy 

2 University Aleksandër 
Moisiu of Durrës 

University Socio-Economy 

3 University of Korça University Socio-Economy 
 

 

2. Existing interest and demands 

  

2.1. Contribution of the stakeholders to the network  

 

Participants from the science sector showed confidence in their contribution to the network, 

particularly in the interdisciplinary discussions and problem-solving where societal actors could be 

part during the research or teaching activities. Also stakeholders from the ñscienceò sector pointed out 

their ability to transfer the knowledge and deliver scientific expertise and also development of 

specialized trainings in the fields of sustainability and innovation that other partners in the network 

might profit to increase knowledge and expertise. In brief, the contribution of ñscienceò stakeholders 

can be listed as follows: 

 

1. Provision with scientific expertise of research in the fields of sustainability and innovation 

2. Production and delivery of training materials for stakeholders or specific joint activities 

3. Inclusion and development of interdisciplinary discussions and problem-solving in the 

academic activities 

 

The participants from ñsocietyò were equally interested in the project and sae as important the 

inclusion of their experience in the academic processes. Due to their active participation in awareness 

creation or problem solving of the societal challenges, they pointed out the important role in 

identifying problems of the society which coupled with their experience could be a very interesting 

input for the science sector that through the scientific knowledge can give solutions. In brief, the 

contribution of ñsocietyò stakeholders can be listed as follows: 

 

 

1. Identification of societal challenges to become part of the academic/research agenda 

2. High practical expertise to share with science stakeholders in cases of academic processes or 

joint projects. 
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3. Provision of information on ongoing, but also possible future projects and funding 

opportunities. 

 

2.2. Expectations of the stakeholders from the network  

 

The expectation of the stakeholders, from both ñscienceò and ñsocietyò sector look very similar. Both 

sectors expect an increased collaboration by combining the expertise for a mutual help and 

improvement. In general from both side is proposed and active inclusion of societal challenges in the 

teaching/research process, joint projects in the common fields of expertize and a mutual help in 

awareness creation and promotion of activities focusing in problem solving of the societal challenges. 

It can be summed up in the following group of expectations: 

 

1. Enhancement of scientific thinking in everyday problems and vice versa. 

2. Promotion of the work conducted from both science and society. 

3. A higher collaboration of science sector and society one with the state structures. 

4. Inclusion in the academic activities of the concepts promoted by the civil society (i.e. open 

government, active citizenship, good governance, anti-discrimination, etc.) 

5. Development of common projects in the respective fields of expertize 

6. Dissemination of information on possible project and funding opportunities 

 

 

3. Fields, topics and projects/activities of collaboration 

 

3.1. Contribution to curricula/ teaching resources 

 

Related to the contribution of both ñscienceò and ñsocietyò for a mutual collaboration within the 

academic process, and particularly in the integration of a common agenda in the curricula and teaching 

resources, actors showed a high interest. The following general contributions can be mentioned: 

 

ñScienceò stakeholders 

1. Want to collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on preparing and implementing the teaching 

resources/training materials related to fields of expertise. 

2. Can include society actors, and so their practical knowledge, in the teaching process. 

 

ñSocietyò stakeholders 

1. Be part of the teaching process by bringing expertise and practical knowledge 

2. Can involve students in their projects or activities as part also of their internships. 

 

In fact, related to the last point, ALTRI Centre brought a successful experience were the organization 

had signed a memorandum of understanding with the faculty of Law at the Univeristy of Tirana, 

according to which 30 law students are included in a simulation programme organized at the premises 

of the Court of Tirana with the focus on techniques of Negotiations and their application in the society. 

 

Despite the general ways of collaborating and contributing to curricula, also more into specific 

suggestions came out, related to the expertise of the participants in the workshop and also to the list 
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of challenges and possible topics developed within the WP3 - ñDevelopment of teaching resources for 

HEIsò and presented to the participants. The following specific topics of collaboration in the academic 

process have been suggested: 

 

1- The perception of the society on science. How do ordinary people think of science or scientific 

research when it is a question of everyday life issues ( from IDM and ALTRI)  

2- Open Government Albania ï the inclusion of the concept at the University curricula 

3- Anti-discrimination (particularly towards Roma population in Albania) and the presentation of 

this sensitive issue into teaching curricula at Master level of studies, focusing on the cultural 

aspects of Roma population and the multicultural learning. ( from ICRA) 

4- The creation of Romanology Department (from ICRA) 

5- Inclusion in the University curricula of SMART Tourism topic 

 

 

 

3.2. Possible joint projects/activities 

 

As mentioned also previously, one of the main interest in the network is also the possibility to develop 

jointly (between ñscienceò and ñsocietyò) projects of mutual interest and related to the fields of 

expertise. In fact the opportunity to have from one side the scientific expertise and from the other one 

the practical experience and better understanding of the societal problems, could give the chance to 

the development of fruitful collaborations among the stakeholders. The following possible 

projects/collaborations have been proposed: 

 

1- Collaboration with the state police and the organization of projects/initiatives with three actors: 

University (students) ï society actors ï police instances in the community  

2- Active Citizenship : Advocacy campaign on local level (from Partners Albania) 

3- Good governance and the monitoring of institutions with a  particular focus on public 

procurement (from Partners Albania) 

4- Social Entrepreneurship : mapping the social business in the region (from Partners Albania) 

5- The competition on green ideas ï from students to students  (from Partners Albania) 

6- Youth engagement through learning methods. Organization of questionnaire on particular 

topics, so that students can enhance their knowledge on the qualitative/quantitative 

methodological approaches while they can get more information thought he data gathered in 

their field of interest (through the interviews conducted with target groups). This may be 

developed in the framework of a project with stakeholders from society. (from SEDA) 

 

 

 

4. Establishment of the Network Science-Society 

 

Partners showed interest in the idea of the creation of a Network Science-Society on Sustainability 

and Innovation as an excellent opportunity to promote those topics and also for ensuring possibilities 

of collaboration in joint projects. Part of the stakeholders have already experience from participation 

in networks and valuate positively such participation. Just to mention some, Partners Albania is part 
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of several networks in local and regional level on issues of social business and active citizenship, IDM 

is part of a network of OPEN Government in regional level. 

 

 

Participants in the workshop agreed that the Network needs to stand for a particular added value. As 

initial ideas for the establishment of such network, it is proposed the following: 

 

1. A Memorandum of Understanding needs to be signed for being part of the Network 

2. The Network needs to be flexible and opened for all stakeholders 

3. The Network need to have a platform where all stakeholders should update their information 

on the projects and interest they have so that these interest can be merged further among 

stakeholders from science and society  

4. The network needs to meet on regular periodic bases and have an agenda on these meetings.  

5. Stakeholders of the Network should share actively information and distributed equally to all 

partners (may be through a Google group initially) on the bases on impartiality. 
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II.  WORKSHOP ON NEEDS ANALYSIS FOR SCIENCE-SOCIETY NETWORK AT POLIS  UNIVERSITY  

 

1. Introduction  

 

1.1. Responsible for the development of the workshop 

 

The workshop has been organized and conducted by the U_POLIS-POLIS University and AUT- 

Agricultural University of Tirana.  The persons in charge from these institutions have been Mr. Elvan 

Dajko (U_POLIS), Ms. Teida Shehi (U_POLIS), Mr. Arben Verçuni (AUT) and Mr. Orion Xhoxhi 

(AUT). 

 

1.2. Location and time 

 

The workshop was held on 19th December 2014, at the premises of POLIS University, Tirana. 

 

1.3. Structure of the workshop, main thematic and its objectives 

 

As by the project, and particularly  related to ñNeeds analysis for the science-society networkò (D2.1) 

of the WP2- ñScience-society network for sustainability innovationsò, the main aim of this workshop 

was to gather necessary inputs for developing a needs analysis for science-society network which is 

aimed to be established.  

The workshop enabled the collecting of different views regarding the needs of the participants, 

contributions that stakeholders can make to the network and what they can benefit from their 

participation in the network. Moreover, participants could also brainstorm for potential in the academic 

curricula and also collaborations within the network as a tool not only in strengthening the network, 

but also to ensure sustainability in time.  

 

 

In brief, the objective of the workshop was to get inputs on the following three main issues: 

 

- Existing interest and demands  

- Fields, topics and projects/activities of collaboration  

- Establishment of the Network  

The structure of the workshop followed the methodology and structure developed by POLIS 

University at the first steps of the WP2 implementation. A brief summary of the agenda is as follows: 

 

- Welcoming and short presentation of the workshop  

- Presentation of the participants 

- Presentation of the ConSus Projects and the activities envisioned. 

- Discussions on the project 

- Short presentation of possible fields of collaboration and evaluation on the most important ones  
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- Development of the word café with 3 main topics: (1) Need analysis of stakeholders; (2)   

Establishment of the network; (3) Fields of collaboration and teaching resources (divided in 2 sub-

groups with topics in Urban Development and Environment, and Agriculture/Business)  

- Conclusions and next steps  

 

The workshop started with the welcoming by Mr. Elvan Dajko, coordinator of the project from POLIS 

University. After this short welcoming, all participants presented themselves, institutions representing 

and expertise. Following, the ConSus Project, objectives and activities, have been presented to the 

participants by Mr. Elvan Dajko (U_POLIS) and Mr. Arben Verçuni (AUT) by focusing particularly 

on WP2 and D1.2, reason for which the workshop has been organized. 

Ms. Teida Shehi (U_POLIS) and Mr. Orion Xhoxhi (AUT), ñResource Responsiblesò from the 

respective universities, presented to participants a list of possible topics of collaborations as has been 

developed by the project partners during the ConSus Resource Platform Meeting in Vienna and 

Resource Development Meeting in Prishtina where participants could evidence the most important 

and feasible areas to collaborate in the framework of this project and further in the network. 

Following, in a world café method, the participants worked/discussed by moving to 4 tables: 

- Table 1: Need analysis of the stakeholders of the network, expertise, expectations, contribution, 

etc. 

- Table 2: Network establishment possibilities, legal form of the network, objectives, engagements, 

responsibilities for each participant, tools and mechanisms, etc. 

- Table 3: Fields of collaboration, teaching resources, active involvement in the teaching process, 

possible joint projects, etc. in the field of Urban Development and Environment 

- Table 3: Fields of collaboration, teaching resources, active involvement in the teaching process, 

possible joint projects, etc. in the field of Agriculture 

The workshop concluded with a discussion on possible next steps and a wrap up of the main outputs. 

 

 

1.4. Participants in the workshop  

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
POLIS University, Tirana, Albania, 19 December 2014 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  

No. of participants 18 (5 part of society 
also) 

10 (2 part of 
science also) 

28 

No. of institutions  5 (3 are laboratories 
part of AUT) 

9 14 

 

The total number of participant in the workshop was 28 (10 participants from the civil society sector 

and 18 participants from the science sector.  

 

ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ participating in the workshop 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 Co-PLAN- Institute for 
Habitat Development 

NGO  Sustainable development, 
environment, spatial 
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planning, good governance 
and local finances 

2 Ekolëvizja NGO Environment 

3 EDEN NGO Environmental protection, 
environmental education 
and sustainable 
development 

4 Milieukontakt Albania NGO Environment, nature and 
sustainable development 

5 Ekomjedisi Durrës NGO Environment 

6 RCE middle Albania Network Sustainable development 

7 Shtëpia e Gjelbër NGO Sustainable development, 
spatial planning, environment, 
architecture 

8 Albanian Geotechnical 
Association 

Association Geotechnical 

9 METROPOLIS sh.p.k. Private company Architecture and planning 

ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ  ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 POLIS University University Spatial Planning, 
Architecture, Environment, 
Design 

2 Agricultural University 
of Tirana 

University Agriculture, Business, 
Environment, etc. 

3* Laboratory of 
Aquaculture and 
Fisheries 

Laboratory at AUT Aquaculture and fishery 
tests and research 

4* Laboratory of 
Environment 

Laboratory at AUT Environmental tests and 
research 

5* Laboratory of Food 
Research 

Laboratory at AUT Food tests and research 

 
        * The Laboratories are part of AUT, but they act as separate units and can play a particular role within the network 

 

In this workshop participated in total 14 different institutions, 9 from the ñsocietyò sector, from which 

7 NGOôs, 1 private company and 1 association. The remaining 5 institution are from the ñscienceò 

sector, 2 universities and 3 Laboratories acting as separate units, but still part of the Agricultural 

University of Tirana. What could be seen is that many of the lecturers were active in ñsocietyò 

institutions and in some cases also in the NGOôs part of the workshop. Also the representatives from 

NGOôs in some case were involved in the teaching process in the universities. 

From the expertize point of view, the interesting fact is that quite all of the participants from the society 

were committed in the sustainable development and particularly in the field of environment. In fact, 7 

form the 9 ñsocietyò institutions, all of them acting as NGOôs, had as one of the main field of expertize 
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the environment (4 of them as the only field). If we consider that also POLIS University and 

Agricultural University of Tirana are specialized universities in the field of environment, we can say 

that the main expertise of the participants in this workshop is the sustainable development with 

particular focus in the environment (part of it also agriculture). 

 

2. Existing needs,  interest and demands 

  

During the workshop, stakeholders were able to point out some of the main needs and challenges 

facing in their work. From both sides it is admitted that the lack of cooperation is decreasing the quality 

and also the sustainability of the respective work. From the ñsocietyò point of view, a higher 

cooperation with academia could secure the necessary expertise and critical mass, which for the 

moment seems is lacking in CSOs, and also could broaden the range of fields and topics of 

involvement of the CSOs. From the ñscienceò actorôs point of view, a better cooperation with the 

ñsocietyò sector could help in renovating the academic environment and also improve the access to 

information for both financing and up to date topics of research that could have a higher impact on the 

society.  

Following could be found listed some of the need as expressed by the participants: 

 

From ñsociety ñsector 

 

- Higher human resources for field research/work 

- Expertise for specific topics (theoretical and practical through laboratories) 

- Stronger collaboration with academia/research 

- Stronger collaboration with the state institutions  

- Interns and dedicated diplomas on CSOôs topics of focus 

- Higher participation of the professors in SCOs 

- Database of experts from the universities 

- Higher number of participants in activities 

- Funding for projects on sustainable development 

From ñscienceò sector 

 

- Renewal of the teaching methodologies 

- Higher integration of topics on sustainable development 

- Increase of the practical internships and particularly the laboratory practices 

- Find proper ways of ñtranslatingò theory to practice so to better prepare students for the market 

- Stronger connection/interaction with industries (also a bigger work in ñeducatingò industries 

on the importance of sustainability and innovation and also attracting financing for research) 

- Improvement/creation of standards 

- A better integration and presentation of Best Practices in teaching 

- Higher engagement of lecturers and students with CSOs 
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- Getting/exchange information (to better understand market and adapt academic product 

accordingly) 

- Databases on researches and projects with contact persons for each institution for sharing 

information among universities 

- Research papers with topics based on the topics/field of the CSOs with similar expertise 

- Lack of funded projects on research 

 

 

2.1. Contribution of the stakeholder to the network  

 

All participants seemed eager to contribute in the network with expertise and knowledge. The 

representatives of the ñsocietyò sector, considering themselves ñas positioned closer to the society and 

industry needs compared with academiaò, due to the nature of their day-to-day activity, could 

contribute to a higher flow of information regarding challenges, financial issues, needs and of course 

ensure a better dissemination of projects or activities.  As such, their integration in the academic 

process is seen as very important. 

Also stakeholders from the ñscienceò field showed interest in participating in projects and activities 

conducted for CSOs by providing their higher expertise and also ensuring a higher specialised critical 

mass through the engagement of lecturers and students.  

 

In brief, the contribution of stakeholders can be listed as follows: 

 

From ñsocietyò sector 

 

1. Involvement in the teaching process (through guest speaking, case studies, etc.) 

2. Facilitate media exposure and dissemination of the activities 

3. Volunteering and awareness rising 

4. Expertise to industryôs concerns 

5. Expertise for innovation transfer 

6. Assistance for didactic and experimental purposes 

7. Providing internships for students 

8. Ensure information flow (for project/research ideas, funding, etc.) 

9. Experience for fund rising 

10. Assistance for communicating with both central and local government 

11. Adequate experience/ approaches to societal problem solving  

 

From ñscienceò sector 

 

1. Development of didactic/ training materials in the field of sustainable development.  

2. Contribution in project proposals development and project implementation through their 

expertise 

3. Delivery of trainings 
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4. Qualified staff from different fields within university structure can bring to the network 

their expertise and diversity 

5. Specified laboratory Services 

6. Innovations 

7. Awareness creation  

8. Participation of students and professors in activities 

9. Collaborate through internships or diplomas of students 

10. Research projects on societal challenges 

 

2.2. Expectations of the stakeholders from the network  

 

The expectations of the stakeholders from the network, and in general from a mutual collaborations 

are related to the finding of a solution to their needs. In fact the ñsocietyò sector looks at the network 

as an opportunity to ensure the necessary expertise, in both theoretical level or laboratory services, 

and also a higher participation of the academic world through engagement of professors or student in 

the activities. From the other side, the ñscienceò sector looks at the experience and the connection of 

the CSOs with the society as the key to create a better contact with the reality and as a result e renewal 

of the academic process and  a higher societal impact. Last but not least, also the possibilities in getting 

a better contact to market and through it financing for research and projects. 

 

Following are presented some the outputs of the discussions related to the expectations of the 

stakeholders: 

From ñsociety ñsector 

 

- Increase of the human resources participating in their projects/activities (internships, 

participations, conferences, etc.) 

- Necessary expertise in their field of action/projects (through knowledge and laboratories) 

- Stronger collaboration with the state institutions  

- Higher and direct communication with Universities  

- Lobbing for funding on projects  

- Higher information flow (both on project and funding opportunities) 

- Strengthen the awareness rising on the topics of focus 

- Increasing of piloting /study projects 

- Increased recognition/reputation for their organization 

- Increased possibilities for cooperation with the network partners 

- Promotion of the concept of sustainable development 
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From ñscienceò sector 

 

- Higher contribution of the partners to the academic/research projects 

- Higher placement of students 

- Stronger connection/interaction with industries  

- Higher societal impact 

- Increase of funded development or research projects  

- Hints for study/research activities (particular from CSOs due to the better connection woth 

society) 

- Lobbying for implementation of standards and increase of the services and consulting provided 

through payment (so to secure financial resources for further projects) 

- Join seminars, conferences and other similar activities 

- Better connection of the academia with the market so to ensure access to private financing of 

research 

- A better exchange within the universities in staff and also students 

- Increased cooperation 

- Increased applying/applicative capacities 

- Increased piloting and lab facilities 

- Increased information flows 

- Synergism   

- Increased recognition/reputation for their organization 

- Qualified thinking  

 

3. Fields, topics and projects/activities of collaboration 

  

As previous mentioned, to the participants has also been presented a list of possible topics developed 

by the project partners within the WP3 - ñDevelopment of teaching resources for HEIsò. In facts, 

although participants were asked to evaluate the topics, the interesting fact is that they found all the 

topics as important. Despite this, it was also expected that due to their expertise the majority of topics 

with a higher interest were the ones falling under the following main groups: 

 

1. Spatial/ Urban Development 

2. Environment 

3. Agriculture 

4. Business/law improvement on agricultural sector  

 

As such, during the world café development in the workshop there were two different tables where 

participants discussed on possible collaborations within the academic process, curricula, teaching 

resources and possible joint activities and projects, where the first table was dealing with the first two 
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upper mentioned topics (Spatial/ Urban Development and Environment) and the second one with the 

two last topics (Agriculture, Business/law improvement on agricultural sector) 

 

3.1. Contribution to curricula/ teaching resources 

 

As it was expected, and also came out in the table of the world café discussing on the contribution that 

stakeholders could give to the academic process, all stakeholders were positive in collaborating. The 

following contributions can be listed: 

 

ñSocietyò stakeholders 

 

1. Can contribute to courses improvement/curricula subjects by bringing expertise from in-

country and abroad (presenting case studies, as guest speakers, being part of focus groups, 

etc.) 

2. Can actively involve students in their projects or activities (both through internship or just 

simple participation) 

3. Can bring innovations hints/insights 

4. Can contribute to the curricula/research updating with factual materials 

5. Insights for curricula orientation towards market needs 

 

ñScienceò stakeholders 

1. Collaborate with ñsocietyò sector in preparing teaching resources related to fields of 

expertise. 

2. Incorporate societal challenges and problems in the academic process (for discussions, 

problem solving, focus groups, etc.) 

3. Increase the focus on sustainability and innovation 

4. Better work in ñtranslatingò theory to practice but ensuring a better practical knowledge 
to the students 

5. Improvement of the curricula 

6. Internship in the partner organizations 

7. Better connection of the thesis topics  with stakeholderôs field of action 

 

 

Despite the general type of suggestions for collaborations in the teaching resources and curricula, and 

the approval of the topics developed within WP3, also the following topics have been proposed to be 

further developed: 

 

 

Spatial/urban development and environment 

 

- study on the fuels prices and the connection with urban planning 

- information sources 
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- transportation policies 

- field surveys 

- market research in Albania 

- Transportation in urban planning 

- The influence of urban planning in CO2 reduction 

- Energy efficiency and security 

- Urban transformations of the peri-urban areas 

- Awareness on the legislation 

- City gaming as a tool for sustainable urban planning 

- Field work as a tool for curricula improvement 

- Fund access to pilot projects 

- Research assistance to ñLGUò by students in urban planning, service provision issues 

- Community participation processes as tool for sustainable development 

- Urban development standards implementation efficiency 

 

Agriculture  and related issues 

 
- Development of Organic Farming 

- Organic farming and Agro-tourism (e.g. Mrizi i Zanave) 

- Problems related to the marketing of organic products  

- Certification of organic production 

- Albanian Consumer trust towards organic products 

- The problems of the law of organic production 

- Sustainable use of pesticides 

- Agricultural knowledge and information systems, in service to farmersô community. 

- Farmers lack information about the market 

- Farmers lack information about how to cultivate in a sustainable way 

- Sustainable management of autochthonous  resources (i.e. plants and animals):ñLets save what 

remainsò 

- Development of the regional agricultural product maps 

- The land law 7501 effects 

- Allocation of the land to the members of the ex-cooperatives 

- Changes of the agricultural land  

- Effect of the law of 1995 for selling and buying the land allocated through 7501 

- The protection of the autochthonous vineyard germoplazem for the production of local wine 

and the development of agro-tourism. 

- The identification of the autochthonous clones 

- Problems related to the fishing industry 
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- Monitoring the internal waters (e.g. lakes, rivers) 

- The processing industry of fish products is not functioning 

- Lack of professionals in fishing sector 

- Food security and consumers rights   

- Sustainable farm management 

 

3.2. Possible joint projects/activities  

 

As shown also in the expectations of the stakeholders from the network, the possibility of developing 

joint projects or activities among the partners is of a high interest. In general lines, the type of 

collaborations in projects or activities can be seen in the following directions: 

 

1. Collaboration in developing project ideas 

2. Collaboration in project proposal writing 

3. Collaboration in the implementation of projects within the field of interest/expertise. 

4. Provision of factual materials from their researches/previous experience 

5. Joint conferences, seminars, awareness creation activities 

6. Dissemination of the jointly developed activities.  

7. Pilot projects 

 

Further to these general type of collaborations, the participants in the workshop suggested also specific 

ideas on short term project development/collaboration: 

 

1. Methodologies for evaluation of the urban development standards 

2. Development of methodologies for participatory processes in the urban development 

3. Access to housing 

4. ECO-mapping 

5. Development of operational laboratories 

6. Field works on environment 

7. Evaluation of the pollution 

8. Promotion of recycling 

 

4. Establishment of the Network  Science-Society  

 

During the workshop the following ideas have been suggested for the establishment of the network: 

 

1. Type of organization  

 

- The network should act as a consortium based on a formal agreement through a memorandum 

of understanding. 

 



 

44 

 

 

2. Requirements and specifications for establishing the network for sustainability innovations 

 

- The network should have regular meetings, at least twice per year. 

- A common platform for exchange of information should be in place. The platform could be a 

website with additional links and info on all the partners and activities. 

- A detailed database of the expertise of all the partners should be developed. 

 

3. - Required tools and mechanism to support the science-society collaboration 

 

- Partners in the network should provide their facilities/services for all activities which are not 

commercialized/able. 

- All partners should share information on their activities and also possible funding or 

collaboration opportunities. 

 

4. - Procedure for selecting suitable network partners 

 

- The network should be open to all candidates who show evidence or desire to be involved in 

the field of sustainable development and innovation. 

 

5. - Mission, vision and objectives 

 

- The mission of this network should be the enhancement and promotion of the collaboration 

between science and society in the promotion of the sustainable development. 
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III.  WORKSHOP ON NEEDS ANALYSIS FOR SCIENCE-SOCIETY NETWORK AT PUBLIC UNIVERSITY  

ñHAXHI ZEKAò 

 

1. Introduction  

  

1.1. Responsible for the development of the workshop 

 

The workshop has been organized and conducted by the UPHZ- Public University Haxhi Zeka in Peja, 

Kosovo.  The person in charge from this institution has been Mr. Bashkim Nurboja, at the same time 

acting as the contact person for theConSus roject from UPHZôs side. 

 

1.2. Location and time 

 

The workshop took place on the 22nd December 2014 at the premises of the Public University Haxhi 

Zeka in Peja, Kosovo. 

 

1.3. Structure of the workshop, main thematic and its objectives 

 

As agreed with the partners and also related to the projectôs objectives, the main aim of this workshop 

was to gather necessary inputs for developing a needs analysis for science-society network which is 

aimed to be established. Moreover, during the workshop participants had the chance to discuss for 

potential collaboration within the network so to find also ways for the enhancement and sustainability 

of the network after the end of the project. 

The development the workshop followed in general the methodology and structure developed by the 

WP2 leader, POLIS University. A brief summary of the agenda is as follows: 

 

- Welcoming and short presentation of the workshop  

- Presentation of the participants 

- Presentation of the ConSus Projects and the activities envisioned. 

- Discussions on the project 

- Short presentation of possible fields of collaboration and evaluation on the most important ones  

- Development of the word café with 3 main topics: (1) Need analysis of stakeholders; (2)   

Establishment of the network; (3) Fields of collaboration and teaching resources 

- Conclusions and next steps  

 

The workshop started with the welcoming by the Vice Rector of UPHZ, Ass. Prof. Linda Grapci 

Kotorri. Following her speech, the ConSus Project, objectives and activities, has been presented to the 

participants by focusing particularly on the aim of the workshop for gathering the inputs on the needs 

of the participants, ideas on the network establishment, the active collaboration to specific topics 

within the academic curricula and other possible fields of collaboration. 

After a short presentation of all the participants, it has been presented to them with a list of possible 

topics of collaborations as has been developed by the project partners during the ConSus Resource 
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Platform Meeting in Vienna and Resource Development Meeting in Prishtina (see annex X8) where 

participants had the chance to evidence the most important areas that seemed more feasible to 

collaborate in the framework of this network and project. In fact, the participants expressed a higher 

interest in topics focusing on tourism, cultural heritage, business opportunities for farmers and 

democratization. 

Following, in a world café method, the participants worked/discussed on three main topics: 

- Need analysis on the stakeholders of the network, expertise, expectations, contribution, etc. 

- Network establishment possibilities. Legal form of the network, objectives, engagements, 

responsibilities for each participant, etc. 

- Fields of collaboration, teaching resources, active involvement in the teaching process, possible 

joint projects, etc. 

The workshop concluded with a discussion on possible next steps and a wrap up of the main outputs. 

 

1.4. Participants in the workshop  

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
Public University Haxhi Zeka, Peja, Kosovo, 22 December 2014 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  

No. of participants 9 5 14 

No. of institutions  1 5 6 
 

In this workshop the total number of participants was 14. From the ñsocietyò sector participated 5 

persons, each one coming from one different organization, so in total the workshop had 5 institutions 

from the ñsocietyò. In the workshop participated also 9 lecturers, all part of the Public University 

Haxhi Zeka. 

From the expertize point of view, the participants are the majority related to the fields of tourism and 

business. In fact, from the ñscienceò sector, 3 of the participants from the Public University Haxhi 

Zeka are lecturers/researchers in the field of tourism and 6 of them from the field of business. 

From the ñsocietyò sector the participants were coming from 5 different institutions related mainly to 

the field of tourism (sport and cultural heritage) and socio economic one (local development, 

democratization, etc.). Quite an important expertise is in the field of Environment which was the main 

focus of one pf the participant institutions (ERA) but also part of the agenda of the other institutions. 

 

ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ institutions participating in the workshop 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 ERA NGO Environment 

2  Syri Vizion NGO Community support, 
Environment, 
Democratization, etc. 

3 Agjencioni per Zhvillim 
Regjional- Perendim 

NGO  Socio-Economic 
Regional Development 

                                                 
8 For a more comprehensive information see άWork package 3, Deliverable 3.4- The development of learning materials 
GUIDELINESέ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
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4 The Promotion of 
Heritage Management of 
West 

Think Tank Tourism, Cultural 
Heritage 

5 Marimangat Sport Club Tourism, Sport 

ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ  institutions participating in the workshop 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 Public University 
"Haxhi Zeka" 

University Agriculture, Economy, 
Tourism 

 

 

2. Existing interest and demands 

  

2.1. Contribution of the stakeholder to the network  

  

Participants from science community declared seemed confident in their role as part of the network. 

A particular contribution, which seems to lack in the region, is the inclusion of societal challenges 

related to the sustainable development as part of the teaching activities in both awareness creation and 

possibly problem solving. Also stakeholders from the ñscienceò field seem particular interested in 

participating in development projects in all phases, from project proposal writing to implementation, 

including also the possibility to use their expertise in trainings that might be needed. In brief, the 

contribution of ñscienceò stakeholders can be listed as follows: 

 

1.  Development of teaching materials for specific topics in the field of sustainable 

development.  

2. Active participation and contribution in project proposals development and project 

implementation.  

3. Delivery of training in project proposal writing and topics related to the expertise covered 

by them within the University. 

 

The participants from ñsocietyò also seemed interested in the network and saw their active involvement 

in the teaching process by bringing their experience in the classrooms and also contributing with 

information and assistance for the development of the teaching materials. Particular interest was 

shown in participating jointly to projects which fall under their interest and expertise. In brief, the 

contribution of ñsocietyò stakeholders can summed to the following points: 

 

4. Participate in projects related to their field of expertise. 

5. Involvement in the teaching process and teaching material development. 

  

2.2. Expectations of the stakeholders from the network  

 

The expectation of the stakeholders in the network is very similar also to the type of contribution they 

can give. In fact it can be summed up for both ñscienceò and ñsocietalò actors in creating the bases for 

a more active inclusion of societal challenges in the teaching process, delivery of trainings for project 

proposal writing and in trainings and joint projects in the common fields of expertize. 
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3. Fields, topics and projects/activities of collaboration 

  

One of the main aims of the workshop was also to understand which could be possible fields of 

collaboration among the stakeholders of the network. The discussion was concentrated to two major 

topics, the one related to education and teaching on sustainability and innovation and the second one 

related to projects and activities related to the same issues. 

 

3.1. Contribution to  curricula/ teaching resources 

 

Related to the mutual contribution of the ñscienceò and ñsocietyò actors in the educational/research 

activities in the field of sustainability and innovation, all actors showed a high interest in working 

together. In general lines, the following contributions can be listed: 

 

ñScienceò stakeholders 

1. Can actively collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on preparing and implementing the 

teaching resources related to fields of expertise. 

2. Can include societal challenges or problems in the academic process 

3. Can provide trainings on different topics related to sustainability and innovation 

 

ñSocietyò stakeholders 

1. Be part of the teaching process, both in developing teaching materials and in presenting 

case studies or being part of focus groups, etc. 

2. Can actively involve students in their projects or activities 

 

To the participants during the workshop has also been presented a list of challenges and possible topics 

developed by the project partners within the WP3 - ñDevelopment of teaching resources for HEIsò. 

Part of the discussion was focused to these topics and how they were related to the expertise of the 

stakeholders. In facts, the topics of personal interest proposed from the stakeholders match with part 

of the large list of possible topics developed within WP3. 

The most important topics of collaboration related to the expertise of the participants in the workshop 

can be listed as follows: 

 

1. Smart Tourism 

2. Cultural Heritage 

3. Democratization of the society 

4. Business opportunities for the agricultural sector  

5. Access to credit 

 

 

3.2. Possible joint projects/activities  

  

Participants showed high interest in developing joint projects and activities. Although partners were 

open and positive to many fields, of course related to their field of expertise, particular emphasis was 
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put to projects related to tourism and agriculture. The contribution of stakeholders for such projects 

has been seen in the following directions: 

 

1. Assistance in developing project ideas. 

2. Collaboration in the implementation of projects within the field of interest/expertise. 

3. Dissemination of the jointly developed activities.  

 

Further to these general type of collaboration, the participants in the workshop suggested also specific 

ideas on short term project development/collaboration: 

 

1. Mapping of hospitality facilities in western Kosovo. 

2. Development of a ñguideò with the most important sights to visit in Kosovo. 

3. Training and development of business plans in the agricultural sector. 

 

 

4. Establishment of the Network Science-Society  

  

Part of the workshop discussions was also the network establishment. Participants brainstormed and 

suggested ideas on form, legal status, requirements, etc., that the network should have. 

 

From the organizational point of view, the majority of stakeholders, particularly the ñsocietyò actors, 

due also to their experience, suggested that the network should start being an informal one, with some 

first engagements through a signed memorandum of understanding. This first period should help to 

evaluate the network and in case of a positive outcome could be further move to a formal and registered 

one.  

Participants stated that the members of the network should have as an admission requirement a proved 

basic knowledge on sustainability issues. 

Meeting at least twice a year to present the results of the activities was also another suggestion from 

the organizational point of view. 
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IV.  WORKSHOP ON NEEDS ANALYSIS FOR THE SCIENCE-SOCIETY NETWORK AT KOSOVO 

INNOVATION CENTRE 

 

1. Introduction  

  

1.1. Responsible for the development of the workshop 

 

The workshop has been organized and conducted by the Riinvest-Riinvest College (XK), UC- 

Universum College (XK) and INDEP- Institute for Development Policy.  The persons in charge from 

these institutions have been Mrs. Bardha Qirezi (Riinvest), Mr. Uran Rraci (UC) and Ms. Rinora 

Gojani (INDEP) 

 

1.2. Location and time 

 

The workshop took place on the 20th January 2015 at the premises of Kosovo Innovation Centre in 

Prishtina, Kosovo.  

 

1.3. Structure of the workshop, main thematic and its objectives 

 

ConSus partners in Prishtina organized the meeting with different representatives of civil society, 

businesses and other local and international institutions which are committed to sustainable 

development in two identified areas:  

 

- Socio-Economics 

- Environment and Agriculture 

This meeting was organized with the aim of strengthening the relationship and cooperation between 

institutions of higher education research and practice, business and civil society organizations.  

The workshop started with the welcoming of the organizers and followed a short presentation of the 

ConSus project and opportunities of the invited stakeholders to become part of the network. 

The workshop continued with a world café method, where participants could move and contribute 

with ideas in three different tables with the following specific topics: 

 

1. Possibilities of collaboration and development of curriculas and teaching resources in the fields 

of Environment and Agriculture 

2. Possibilities of collaboration and development of curriculas and teaching resources in the 

Socio-Economic field  

3. Ideas on the establishment and running of e Network Science-Society on Sustainability 

Innovations 
 
After the world café, results have been presented and all participants had the possibility to discuss and 

evaluate the challenges and topics of collaboration and teaching resources developed during the 

ConSus Resource Platform Meeting at the Center for Global Change and Sustainability in Vienna. 
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The workshop concluded with a general wrap up of the outcomes and further steps to achieve the aim 

of the project. 

 

1.4. Participants in the workshop  

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άbeeds analysis for the science-society networkέ 
Kosovo Innovation Centre, Prishtina, Kosovo, 20 January 2015 

 Science sector Society sector  Total  

No. of participants 8 20 28 

No. of institutions  3 13 (9Civil Society 
+4Business) 

16 

 

In this workshop the total number of participants was 28. From the ñsocietyò sector participated 20 

persons, each one coming from one different NGOôs,Think Tanks, Businesses, etc. In fact from these 

20 participants from the ñsocietyò sector, 13 were coming from CBOôs or Nonprofit Organizations 

and 7 from business companies. The workshop had 13 institutions from the ñsocietyò. In the workshop 

participated also 8 persons coming from the ñscienceò sector from 3 different Institutions, namely 

Riinvest College, Universum College and RIT/AUK Center for Energy and Natural Resources 

(CENR). 

From the expertize point of view, the participants are the majority related to 3 main fields, business, 

governance and policy making and ICT. From the ñsocietyò sector there were 13 institutions 

participating, 9 from the civil society sector and 4 from the business. Four from the NGOôs/Think 

Tanks operate in the fields of public policy, in socio-economic development, governance, etc. The rest 

of the civil society organizations are divided between Environment and ICT. Particular interest in the 

workshop has been noted from the business sector, with 4 businesses from banking, retail and 

consultancy sector but also the Kosova Chamber of Commerce and innovative centers such as ICK-

Innovation Centre Kosovo. 

 

 

ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 INDEP- Institute for 
Development Policy 

Think Tank Governance, public 
policy 

2  REC Office Kosovo International 
Organisation 

Environment 

3 Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Private non-profit 
Institution 

social justice, 
democratisation of 
society, social security, 
sustainable 
development and 
international solidarity 

4 D4D Institute think-tank public policy research 
in socio-economic 
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development, 
governance 

5 IAZHL-Iniciativa për 
Ambient dhe Zhvillim 
Lokal 

NGO Environment 

6 KOSID-Kosovo Civil 
Society Consortium for 
Sustainable 
Development 

Consortium of CSOs Advocacy and 
Policymaking 

7 Kosovo Association of 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology 

Association ICT 

8 Social Innovation Camp 
Kosovo/ Unicef 

Project ICT and Social 
Challenges 

9 Kosova Chamber of 
Commerce 

Non-profit professional 
organization 

Economic /business 
development 

10 ICK-Innovation Centre 
Kosovo 

Business Incubator Business, Innovation 

11 ProCredit Bank Bank Banking 

12 Meridian Express 
 

Private Company Retail and Consumer 
Merchandise 

13 evroenergie Private Company Consultancy in Energy 
Sector Economy 

ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǘicipating in the workshop 

Nr. Name Type  Expertize/Field   

1 Riinvest College University Business, ICT, etc. 

2 Universum College University Business, ICT, etc. 

3 RIT/AUK Center for 
Energy and Natural 
Resources (CENR) 

Independent Academic 
Research Center 

preservation of natural 
resources and 
sustainable energy 
development 

 

2. Existing needs, interest and demands 

  

Through the workshop development, stakeholders were able to point out some of the main challenges 

facing the collaborations between ñscienceò and ñsocietyò actors in Kosovo in the fields of 

sustainability and innovation. There is a general perception that the ñscienceò actors are not very 

willing for cooperation with the civil society and this is also noticed from the fact that the presence of 

the last is really low in the educational institutions, at least the HEI. The ñscienceò sector in general 

has not strong connections with civil society or industries. At the same time civil society notices lack 

of funded projects on sustainability, and due also to the upper mentioned lack of collaboration faces 
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problems in engaging experts, particularly in issues of sustainability. Some of the main challenges, 

which can be read also as needs to be solved, can be listed below: 

 

- Universities are ñclosedò for cooperation 

- Lack of presence of the civil society actors in education institution 

- The quality of education seems to decrease and universities compete more on prices rather than 

on values of education 

- Lack of specific professional classes within universities for topics related to sustainability 

- Lack of industry related learning(in universities prevails a more traditional teaching) 

- There is a lack of continuous cooperation between education institutions, society and industry 

and government  

- Lack of funded projects on sustainability and lack also of sustainability and continuation of 

funded projects  

- Lack of expertise, and also low identification and engagement of experts 

- Need to develop a clear understanding of the concept Sustainable Development (very often 

associated only with environment) 

As previously mentioned, the workshop has been developed using the world café methods and 

groups/tables were divided based on three main thematic (Environment & Agriculture, Socio ï

Economy and creation of the network). The outcomes of these discussion evidenced challenges 

affecting in general the Kosovo society and also possible solutions that can also serve starting points 

to work together on projects and activities. 

Following are listed challenges and proposal for solutions of the challenges for Environment & 

Agriculture and Socio ïEconomy issues, as expressed by the participants in the workshop: 

 

Environment and Agriculture   

 

Environment  

 

a) Challenges within the environmental issues in Kosovo that need to be better addressed are: 

- Low governmental priority on environment  

- Green economy is not currently supported 

- Missing conditions for waste recycling 

- Inspect exploitation of biodiversity 

- No subsidizing on Start-up businesses  

- Lack of education/awareness for the environment and environmental issues 

 

b) Proposal for solutions within the environmental issues: 

- Increase of the budget allocated environmental issues 

- There should be creation of waste recycling conditions 

- Introduction of the ñbusinessò thinking in environmental issues 

- Promotion and incentive of bottom-up approach towards creation of better environmental 

policies and regulations 
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- Better collaboration of businesses 

- Establishment of specific professional classes within universities for environmental issues 

and the importance of it  

 

Agriculture 

 

a) Challenges identified within the agriculture field were:  

- Reduction of agricultural land because of wild construction 

- Privatization and land management problems 

- Hard access to credits (Subsidies)  

- Low quality of final domestic products 

- Low development of composting 

- Low quality and pollution of water, air, land 

 

 b) Proposal for solutions within the agricultural sector:  

- Implementation of rules, regulation and laws ï because in paper they seem to be good but 

a challenge remains the implementation of them.  

- Innovation in agriculture.  

- Supporting policies and favorable interest rates for agricultural investments.   

- Implementation of EU policies.  

  

Socio-Economy  

 

a) Challenges 

- Graduates do not have competences needed for the world of work 

- Education policies are not fostering quality 

- Lack of cooperation between education institutions, society and industry and government  

- Unemployment 

- Corruption 

- Emigration /Risks for Brain Drain 

- Business Finance 

- Public health and security 

- Lack of policies to activate the Kosovo Diaspora 

- Lack of Kosovo Development Plan 

- Lack of Skill Gap studies 

- Inadequate priority setting 

- Lack of authentic initiatives 

- There is no awareness of characteristics and use of sources of growth (one way thinking) 

2.1. Contribution of the stakeholder to the network  

  

Based on the outcomes of the discussions in the word café developed during the workshop has been 

noticed a high interest from the participants to jointly collaborate in an academic and also project 
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development level so to try to give solutions to the challenges that affect the society and the science 

sector. Following some of the contributions: 

 

ñScienceò stakeholders 

1. Have the will to collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on preparing and implementing the teaching 

resources or during the academic process through guest speaking, joint seminars, field visits, 

etc. 

2. Have the will to collaborate with ñsocietyò actors on development projects or activities aiming 

to promote knowledge and sustainability in general in the specific fields of expertise. 

3. Strengthen the collaboration with the industry sector 

4. Provide the expertise needed from the society sector 

 

ñSocietyò stakeholders 

1. Participate in the academic process by bringing their practical experiences 

2. Work with science in common projects 

3. Include science in activities focusing in awareness creation and promotion of sustainable 

thinking 

 

 

2.2. Expectations of the stakeholders from the network  

 

As it is clear from the discussions during the workshop, all participants find very important the creation 

of an active network in ensuring the promotion of a sustainable development and approach in general 

in the Kosovo context. Although there are attempts, particularly in collaborations between civil society 

actors, as proves it also one of the participant institutions, KOSID-Kosovo Civil Society Consortium 

for Sustainable Development, still there is a lot to be done in the science sector and also in the 

collaboration between these two sectors. In brief, expectations can be listed as follows: 

 

1. Promotion of sustainable development and the concept of sustainability 

2. Increased collaboration between ñscienceò and ñsocietyò (this last one including economic 
activities) in the academic field 

3. Increased collaboration in projects development 

4. Increase of the capacities and expertise in the field of sustainability and innovation, and 

development of a list with expertise already in place 

5. Awareness creation and generation of new initiatives for the challenges affecting the society 

6. Lobbying in fund raising and project funding 

7. Support of the students through different project and practice placements 

 

 

3. Fields, topics and projects/activities of collaboration 

  

As shown previously, participants in the workshop, from both science and society, were very positive 

in cooperating within this project and the network to be established.  

This cooperation can be seen in two directions:  
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- Collaboration in the teaching process and teaching resource development 

- Collaboration in joint projects and activities 

 

In this context it was suggested that members of Universities should continue to contact stakeholders 

in developing these ideas. 

 

3.1. Contribution to curricula/ teaching resources 

 

From the discussions, it became evident that the simplest method in engaging stakeholders from 

society in HEI activities is inviting them as guest speakers. However these participations are suggested 

to be more structured and organized rather than a mere participation in sharing experience. 

Stakeholders proposed a range of methods to be used, showing a good understanding of what is really 

missing in higher education institutions and what could be done. However this also needs commitment 

on behalf of the higher education institutions to engage stakeholders in developing resources and 

addressing their needs. 

The following ideas are proposed for collaborating in the teaching process, contributing in the 

curricula development or in developing jointly resources: 

 

- Invitation of stakeholders as guest speakers 

- Joint Student ïStakeholder Seminars 

- Developing Case Studies (on Companies, Institutions or problem) 

- Study Visits in companies (for developing a sustainability plan, quality plan, marketing plan, 

etc.) 

- Research Assignments on jointly evidenced problems/topics 

- Modeling ( Applying different models to solve problems) 

- Field Visits (Surveys, Evaluations, socio economic portraits of cities, villages and regions, 

Diaspora portraits, etc.) 

- Mobile and web applications (example for measuring pollution, promoting reading) 

- Computer games (Example Education for all Game) 

- Face book games/apps 

- Cost benefit studies 

- Reinforcing research methods and writing in Universities (writing assignments) 

- Role plays (Example: evaluating tenders, discussing an issue, making decisions) 

- Business Simulation 

- Group Presentations 

- Animations for sustainable development 

- Describing Resources Project 

 

3.2. Possible joint projects/activities  
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Despite the collaboration within the academic/research field, a high interest has been shown in 

developing and cooperating for joint projects or activities within projects stakeholders are running or 

future ones. 

Some of these joint projects/ activities are listed below: 

 

- Organizing a Summer School/ Academy for Sustainable Development jointly with 

stakeholders 

- Organizing Enterprise competitions 

- Placements 

- Start Ups 

- Student Publications (printed, web, video) 

- Profiles of Kosovo experts in Sustainable Development 

A summer school or an academy was proposed by REC Kosova. The proposal suggested a cooperation 

between stakeholders to organize the summer school/ academy and seek external financing. 

Universities have the infrastructure and staff and possibilities to recruit students. Stakeholders can be 

involved together with staff in teaching and other activities organized within the programme. REC 

Kosova was particularly interested in this activity. 

Enterprise competitions or Start Ups are also activities that can be organized together with 

stakeholders. For the moment one of the possible partners in the network is running a similar 

competition. There is expertise in organizing such events, but is suggested that a higher collaboration 

and introduction of sustainability elements in these competitions is needed. 

Students work can be supported by stakeholders through different project and practice placements. 

Stakeholders are willing to accept students in placement and support publication of their work. Within 

the network a group of students can be engaged in different activities that stakeholders have and the 

network can disseminate this work. 

Stakeholders believe that there are many people trained for example in environment and other fields 

through different scholarship programmes, however these people are not engaged in the institutions or 

in higher education. In order to know about the expertise available, the network can develop profiles 

of these experts and engage them in different activities. 

 

 

4. Establishment of the Network Science-Society  

 

While the identified challenges and needs are similar to findings from the Word Café in the ConSus 

Resource Platform Meeting at the Center for Global Change and Sustainability in Vienna, an important 

aspect identified here, that could be used also for understanding how the network will work in the 

future, is that stakeholders perceive higher education institutions as closed institutions for 

collaboration and that in order to improve this perception, the initiatives undertaken should be beyond 

establishing the network as part of the ConSus project but also be part of the universities missions and 

commitment to enhance the quality of learning and develop sustainable cooperation. 

At the same time participants listed also some other challenges as follows: 
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- The organization should be protected from being ñprivatizedò by a few individuals or 

organizations. To do so, participants suggested the need for protective mechanism to be put in 

place in order to ensure full transparency. 

- Make clear the added value of joining the network instead of deciding to continue cooperation 

separately. 

- Ensure the neutrality of the network 

- Ensure collaboration among members and provide some mechanism for enhancing this 

collaborative dimension 

 

Regarding the network type of organization, mechanism and tools for the creation and management, 

the following ideas have been proposed: 

 

1. Type of organization  

 

The participants think that the Network to be established should be registered as an NGO, however, 

because of previous experiences with lack of involvement, the participants believe it will be wise for 

the network to be established from the ConSus team in Kosvo (UC, RC, INDEP and UPHZ). 

Furthermore, they have stated that the Network should be the final product of the ConSus project. 

 

2. - Requirements and specifications for establishing the network for sustainability innovations 

 

A board should be established for the management of the network. The board of ConSus Network 

should consist  of INDEP, UC, RC and UPHZ staff at the beginning, while it could change later to 

include other organizations.  

By laws and administrative terms and conditions should be voted by the board with the support of a 

representative from each organization. 

The network should have a testing period in order to ensure its success. If successful, the network 

should introduce a membership fee or a success fee. 

 

3. - Required tools and mechanism to support the science-society collaboration 

 

All of the participants agreed that ñthe network should not be turned in its own entity and apply by 

itself for grants or projects.ò Application should be done through individual organizations who see 

other members as potential partners and not competitors. As such, it means that one of the most 

important tasks of the network members is to share info on possible project and funding opportunities 

and establish as much as possible partners from the network. 

 

4. - Procedure for selecting suitable network partners 

 

The Consus Network should be exclusive and should include organizations as well as individuals who 

have an influence and the capabilities to contribute to the mission and goal of the network. 

The majority of the participants thought the Network should have its own Mission, Goals, Principles 

that are in conjunction with the mission, goals and principles of the individual organizations that will 

join.  

Members should come from different fields and can come from other countries also. 
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5. - Mission, vision and objectives 

 

The promotion of sustainable development, sustainability and collaboration in this field in general is 

one of the main goals of the network. For the moment expertise is focused in some particular fields, 

but other HEI should be included in the network in order to expand the field of expertise that the 

current partners do not have (UC, RC and UPHZ). 

New members should be interested in utilizing the services the network offers and not consider joining 

in order to solicit other members. 
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ANNEX II  LIST OF PARTICIPANTS : 

I. WORKSHOP AT EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY OF TIRANA  




























